Posterior spinal fusion complicated by posterior column injury. A case report of a false-negative wake-up test.
A case is reported of an isolated posterior column injury secondary to direct mechanical trauma complicating a posterior spinal fusion. This case documents a rare complication of posterior spinal surgery. Intraoperative somatosensory-evoked potential (SEP) monitoring documented the injury whereas two intraoperative wake-up tests did not. This case demonstrates the value of intraoperative spinal cord monitoring in general. It also demonstrates the value of combining means to assess both anterior and posterior cord separately, intraoperatively. It is recommended that the wake-up test be used in conjunction with SEPs intraoperatively.